Diween is o fowr-man band for
wiwn people m the kiow are
prophesving big chings. Their
sl is Tadrly Beavy, bul with
more  definable It||'||'|-C|_'\. and
harmanies than many  rock
a5, 1|-'|.'n."'l||_'.. I|I-I\:"_|| can belg
it @ strong three-pari har
mony which often pushes (he
Imstrumentis Ingo the
|'.|.-|'Lj_:||1|h'||!

The talented bead guitariss of
Lacen W o young fan wilh
physics degree, wha must be
unlgue pmong fockers o that
he buit the solid guitar he gses
on stape, | @ked Hrian May
why he made itz "Partly from
the ineresd of dong il — 1°d
always been interesied in
fiakimg thifigs. ke 1 was -
terested in sieren photography,
and | made sberes viewers amld
things like that. And | mode o
steel guitar, a very simple thing.
S wheen | started playing leag
gunar in a greap. | needed a
prend] Ebesirie pusiar. Aol | ooy
coaldn't afford ome! 1 think |
sl wonted to make one that
way better than any ol the
thategs that aivbady kiad, to pat
in all the things | would Hke 1o
have o a guitar.”

Sk ahal was u rwilh the
guitnrs thot were availabls @i
thie e “Agart Ivom the [act
thui | cowldni afford them?
Lovts ol vt imstance,
tremolis arms were YETS fitiigch
m vogue ai the time (1961-41,
amd g et oo guicors saffered a

bt af neck bencing becouse of

For

Al the exira strain. | wanted o
truss rol that was |,l|_'|-|ui|-|gl:.'
pdjusiable, so B would be
perfectly stresed

‘Alsa, tremolas tended not 16
retnrn exactly 1o their originol
pmition. when  vou  pircss
them, There was always o
danyger of playing out of fune,
S0 1 wanbed something thaf
wauld tetum mecuratedy, This
thing  uwses o knife-edge
principle which  has B wr-
tually no frction. The strings
are netuched 1o & ilale which
prals on the knife-edge, and
the pull of the drinps i
halanced by a couple of sirings
m -..xll':'|||r|;‘"§.'\1i|'|ll af the back —
the springs came from mdtor-
hike valves." Chr Preture shews
the proto-type tremole prms and
|'||.II|.' which Brinm '|E_‘1_,:|_'b;| up ko
it the effects of string tenskan,

Thi bridpge o0 B ol un
origimal design. ‘11’ similar to
thie Micromatic ¥EMI  Can
change the string lempth ol
ndlividual  sirings, to com
nemsate Tor wear amd feafd o
e sbriigs and i keep the
vclaves exactly mght,. But dhe
new Feature is that each one of
these little seporate bridges is a
riller, s whedi vl monve the
iremolo arm they mall with the
strimg: yoil oo | Bl any skrng
weair that way. Thus they keep
Elseil 1t Bor o |_|r.!_l time and
't break i ghe b ge

The Moy gutiar s nol msi
colbectann of iricky mechanbeal

levices. Brion also koows

The manwho
made his guitar:
Brian May, lead
guitarist of Queen,

talks o Jeffery Pike

Berdy al Brimn’s guiisr, showing  ncousiic pockity

whai's what 15 the fells of
clectronics, oooustics  amd
resonange — and of course he's
0 musician 50 the hondsame
chermyred body of his puitar is
mare than just & plamk ol woesul
lar mounting ¢laboraie
medalwark an: if was lord ey
dessgiid 1o give cxoctly  the
resamani ||I|.||||Ii|_'l;. the desipfier
wanbed. I'd heard o rumaoo
that it was made out ol an ald
fireplace, but  then  pop
|'\III|I:I|.'i'\-I'~| will L]l v ;||-|l,'||||r,|g
These days.

Miv, teat's quile true. This
ald Fireplace just happensd o
e @remimids it about 106 vears
old. [i's laminaied actoally
Ihe thing that takes dhe sirain
m onk, & SJUATE =E0iWn, i i
which s bolied the mahogam
neck. The rest of the bady 18 a
sl ler und i imcludes
wome aeonsiie poskers. Al Lhe
parts e very closely  coupled
I|-|='\.'r|'||'l serew el and pghigd
the whaole thing acs as one

wisHl,

it

rescinabor.
ooustse pockets? “Yeah. |
mamed W pet sodse leedbock

swisted by the  bhaudy., The
wekets are roughly the siee at
iich the air would wesenae

around  the middle of the
puitar's frequency  rampe. I8
warked oui Fairly well. This has
i bt less Teedbinck than b semi
acomstic guitar, but o hit more
than & sislld.” The |'|||l_||-c||'_-'r;|F||1i
of the guitar in the constrsction
sluge show clearly the siee amd
shinpe of the acowstic pockers
A yoal might have guessed
I mivw, Brinn nlso knew eascily
whit he wanted frem his pick
i, 53 imstead of Buving
lactory-made wct, he designed
and sonsrrgcted s o, '] was
determined i make pick-ogs
thad dwlin’l whisile. Yoo koow,
YN CAn Ay eleciTic EUTEAE I
three woys: firsi. as om om
|||.|-I|'|| SUOUREIE guiror, of Fokrly
low volume, with all the nataral

decay of Botes. | e vl caR
tirm i up b the level where the
Fegdliack  §ist o i
pernces  the  Frict in e

RiR . &0 Yol A sRsEam :h'
mabe indefinifels thee st al
Llpgitodm 1liimg .‘l W wdil can pe
e stuge farher and tamm i w)
i that thse loap gaim is greater
than Ckne: then the thing i
Bairsting ferth o s ow i pocosd
all rhe rime. Thar's the soarr o
lewel | Bke fo play ot Bol i’y




Promrype tramalo arm at tevting siage.

pot 0 bumt forth ar the
Iregjuien cles you wand 1§ 4o b
lerth, not with some nasiy

whistle somewhers up the top,
It all depends om mot having

s mxrophanic pick-ups: it's got

@ Feed back through the
strimgs. meot direct through the
pick-ups. Sathese things are gl
damped by embedding them in
Aralkliie.

“The sound from dhese P'H.'k
i s Fairly warm. with a sfighs
cilge to it. Though it's passible
to take the warmib ot of i by
anfi-phasing.  Yis, there's a
hase feversal switch For =ach
pack-up, so vou can make any
pick-up work agalnst the other
twa. Newl 1o the phasing
shliches m a little bright red
two-way switche | psked Hrtan
what it's for, “That’s the an-off
switch for & built-in fuzz box!
Actuplly, | don't ose it s0 much
these days. Oecassomally  it's
nice for an effect, but at the
kvels af which | play | dom't
nedd the [urz for sustain, and |1
don’l particularly like the fure
somind o,

| womiderad |f he now regards
the guitar as perfect, if it dom
everything he wants from ihe

guitar. 'l think so. yes. If | was
deshgning it again, I'd have the
neck slightly thinmer to get o
fittle bit mose aoccess. Bui in
foct ['ve pot so used to this neck
nonw' thnt amything else feels o
it stramge. I've poi a
Stratocaster — 8 an old pre.
CHS mndel, a good one — and
Pve disee it up o bit so it's »
really nice guitar. [ pet on wef)
with #, bor sfter 5 while |
alwnys come boack bo this*

Brisn curessed his  puitar
biviegly and toed o deline
whai the guitar-maker’s
yreatest anset §5 . ., shoald he
be primarily o wosdwarker, an
elertronics wizard, a musickan®
‘I think the most Importast
thing must be to have a feel for
uhat you're aiming for, and
el [ lowe sight of the end
product apd pger ahsorbed in
things thot don’l make any
difference, In other words, vou
feed a Feel for the sorf of musc
#'s going to he playing. Bui
then, vou meod a bit of =very
sorf ol skill, For instance. |t
demsn’™t frve to be fintshed that
well in order W perform s
fanctiom, beit you warr it 1o be,
ke, | spent a ot of time

inkaying these posifion marker
on the fingerboard — Lhey're
maide from ald mother-of.peard
hittons incidentally. That fook
ages. bt ta me it's worth 5 ['m
£lod it's seenething that's nice
i ook ot as well as to play.’

Hawing made ome instrument
Elat's nice tolook &t amd ke o
play. Brian & in na hiirey to
make ancther ane. I can't see
miysell making anather guitar
lar a few years anyway, There's
wir mwch work (nvobeed, and 1
just don't have the time now.
I diTicailt to know where @
diraw the line: you can get s
krem on making things thal vou
want 10 mnke everything. Then
you o pel @ the poind where
vou're spendimg too muoch thme
on it instead of playing mushe,”

Which is not t say thae
Brian May hogn'| spent a kot of
time making (hings. He haili
the very clover tape echa unit b
uses with Queen, and has manke
several amplifiers, Bul deesn't
use them. ' never much liked
the amjs | made. | saspect you
can't really design the sound of
an amplifier — vou jusl try and
try HE yoa find  something
that's exactly right. | find the
ild AT s are just gl lor
me. | use twa of those an stage,
thiree ifits 4 big place, straighe,
couplnd  together. They're
miked into the P&, 30 1 can
vary the sound o bl there,

I reaily bove AC Jis very
muich, [ bought two of mise for
ahout twenty quid each live
years ago. When 1 tried fo get
nmother ome last year, they were
nikmg abuoat sixty for 49 1%
incredible how pogislar they've
became agaln, But they are
really poswl — and the older
fhex ure, the better. The really
old  omes  were  built  mare
sofidly, amd 1he ald speakers
seem i respond  betier. A
iramsistor amp doesn’'t really
work for this sort ol thing: &
doesn't dister) in the right way,
I's desigied to give a pesfectly
linear response up (0 0 certain
pirint.  then it distorts
catastrophiesally. Whereas a
valve amp goes smeothly e
distartion and yon know exacthe
wheme you“re sitfing,”

| asked him nbout that echo
unit. What does it do that other
tape echoes can™t? "The
problem with conventlofial
cchi units i gettlng  them
synchronised with what you're
plaging. | wanted something |
could synchronise without
thinking. 5o this repead o has
the wsuwal recoed lwad and
plaghack  head (both steren
neads, by the way) and erase
head. The trck i ihat the
playback head maves along a

rail, to give greater o less delay
m the plavback. And it moves
al exactly the same speed as the
tape: it SLarts i mowe when you
frress a foot-Wutiom, and it stops
wheth v press another one. 56
the time delay between whien
you play &nd when the echo
codmes can be exactly what you
wanl, up fo about B4 secomds,
Ihen vou can nse ihe sferen b
feed back fram one hall o the
ather, lar Wislaios an piH_]“:.
segond delay on ome chamnel
aiid sixbeen seconds on  ihe
viher.’

Their album "Queen’,
released last mamih, lEabines
the Hrian Moy repeal box on
tveral nmumbers. The gunars
s wises on the record are the
hand-made spectal amd an old
acoustic, which, neodliss bo say,
Brian has been unable to leave
alemne. 'l pul a mew bridge on it
nmd touched it up heme and
there, and 5 sounds very nice
an b recand, 1've found, in
comin with a bat of ather
people. that you can spend an
enprmols amonnl af pseey an
an scoustic guitar which may
sound  préat on stoge.  bag
mecords like o lomp of old
socks. And yei some cheap ald
neoastie guinar maght just have
the sort of soumnd that records
neely, This ome of mine has §n
amazingly crisp sound.'

The relesse of 6 fhest albsin 1s
always & traumatic moment for
any buml, “Was Hrian happes
with what s on the record? '|'m
quite pleased with it Hat is
been such & lofig time — the
bamdl s been pogether for three
vears and most of the songs
were wrirten abowl three years
. YW jusl feel that, ns a
band, me've gone past what's
on the albiem. We par M dawn
m arder in progress (o different
thimps

“We like same of the stull s
it, bui we sametimes fell into
the frap of mver-armangemeni.
You know, the songs chanped
aver the years and some ol
them probably evolved oo
much. You can gel so far into
softithing that you forget whit
the song origmally was, ©n a
personal  level, i was
frustrafing lor me 1o take so
g o get to this paint. |
wihited to record thimps with,
for imstance, fape echoes and
multipde guitars fve years ago,
Mow 1've finally dose it, but in
the meantime so hive otlser
pecple!  ¥Which s o bit
disappnting, But yoa have io
el away from the idem thai
paying music is a compeiition
You shoubd just kesp an doing
what you think is an interesting
rhin“ Ll



